
BALTIMORE METROCENTER SURVEY 

AREA: Cathedra l H i l l 

A d d r e s s : 126-128 W. F r a n k l i n S t r e e t 
C u r r e n t Name: Young Women's C h r i s t i a n Assoc ia t ion -

C e n t r a l Area 

SURVEY NO. : B-1989 

MAGI NO. : 0419895740 

B l o c k : 580 
Height: 6 
Condition: Good 
U s e : I n s t i t u t i o n a l 
Designation: 

L o t : 5-6 Lot s i z e : 70 ft. x 141 ft.. 
M a t e r i a l s :Brick and s tone 
Owner: YWCA 
A c c e s s i b l e : Yes, r e s t r i c t e d 
L i b e r / F o l i o : SCL 2977/360 

3PP 
H i s t o r i c Name: YWCA 
D a t e : 1915-16 
A r c h i t e c t / B u i l d e r : Joseph E. Sperry , a r c h . 
S t y l e ( i f appropriate) : classical Revival 
Description: T n e Franklin Street elevation has seven bays on the first floor 
and eight bays on the upper floors. The arched stone entrance projects slightly 
from the wall plane. Plain unfluted columns with weathered Corinthian capitals 
flank modern glass doors. The carved moldings outlining the arch are also 
severely weathered. Two courses of brick with Greek cifcss springstones and 
keystones outline the arch. In the tympanum is a carved medallion with a Greek 
cross. The raised basement windows and the first floor windows have elongated 
gauged flat arches. These two floors form the base of the building, separated 
from the upper stories by a string course of fret molding punctuated by shallow 
stone balconies below the six center bays of the second floor. The balconies 
are fluted and centered by Greek cross medallions. Other windows have blind 
arches with floral tympana. The Park Avenue facade has 16 bays and the same 
treatment as the main elevation less the door entrance. A cornerstone at the 
southwest corner reads: "YWCA 1883-1913". 

Significance: 
Area: architecture Level local 

The YWCA Building is one of several institutional buildings in the Cathedral 
Hill area which, by their common purpose and comparatively monumental size, give 
a distinct character to the area. They are linked by rows of coiraner'cial blocks 
and residential buildings ranging in date from the mid-19th to the mid-20th 
century. The YWCA is at the western edge of the area, providing an emphatic 
landmark by its multi-levels and long elevations. 

Sources: DR 3-20-15 
Surveyor and Date: Janet Davis, April 1985 



Baltimore Metrocenter Survey 
Cathedral Hill Area 
Young Women's Christian Association 
126-128 West Franklin Street 
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YWCA Central Area Building B-1989 
126-128 West Franklin Street 
Cathedral Hill - Metrocenter Survey 
Baltimore (City), Maryland 
Photo: Janet Davis 
Date: August 1984 
Neg. loc.: Maryland Historical Trust 
Southwest corner view 
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B-1989 
YWCA Building 
126-128 W. Franklin Street 
Block 0550, Lot 005 
Baltimore City 
Baltimore East Quad. 

GIS data Courtesy of 
the City of Baltimore, MOIT/EGIS 
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